
 

 

ÆON Trio 
 

 

 

ÆON Trio is: cellist Maya Fridman from Russia, pianist Atzko Kohashi from Japan and bassist Frans 

van der Hoeven from Netherlands. Maya's roots lie in classical music, whereas those from Atzko and 

Frans in jazz.  Despite the differences in their nationalities, cultures and backgrounds, they found 

common ground in their music. ÆON Trio's music reflects the harmony and dissonance found in the 

traditions of classic and jazz, and East and West, via our common voice - improvisation. 

 

 

                      

Photos from the concert at Evangelisch Lutherse Kerk in Haarlem, Netherlands on September 5th, 2016 
 

 



 

 

ÆON’s New Album – ELEGY 
 

 

“Music can minister to minds diseased, pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow, raze out the written troubles of the brain, 

and with its sweet oblivious antidote, cleanse the full bosom of all perilous stuff that weighs upon the heart.”  

– William Shakespeare 

    Contents: 

    Utviklingssang                              Carla Bley                           

    Tabidachi (Depature)                 AEON                                  
    Gary’s Waltz                                   Gary McFarland                 

    Lamento                                          Gabriel Fauré                     

    Blues for Maya                              Atzko Kohashi                    
    Lonely Woman Act 1                   Ornette Coleman                

    Lonely Woman Act 2                                                              

    Luiza                                                 Antonio Carlos Jobim         

    Kusabue (Grass Whistle)           ÆON                                  

    Elegy                                                 John Williams                     

    Zingaro                                            Antonio Carlos Jobim                                    

    Ieji (Returning)                             ÆON                                 
    Quiet Now                                       Denny Zeitlin                       
 
    Recorded at Beauforthuis, Austerlitz in Netherlands on Oct 4th, 2016 
    Recorded, mixed & mastered by Brendon Heinst/TRPTK 
 

 

Review: 

Eeuwigheid. Zo noemt de Japanse pianiste Atzko Kohashi haar nieuwe trio waarin plaats is voor de Russische 

celliste Maya Fridman en contrabassist Frans van der Hoeven. Improvisatie is de gemene deler die op ‘Elegy’ 

(klaagzang) tot zijn recht komt in bewerkingen van zowel klassieke als jazzstukken. 
Sinds haar komst in Amsterdam (2005) nam Kohashi verschillende duo- en trioalbums op met Van der Hoeven. 
Fridman (1989), ook wonend in Nederland, ontmoette ze vorig jaar. De vele kleuren en schaduwen in haar spel 
deden Kohashi denken aan het geluid van Albert Ayler’s saxofoon en menselijk gehuil. Al improviserend besloot 
het duo werken te zoeken die zouden leiden tot nieuwe ideeën. Naast vier eigen composities werden dat 
‘Utviklingssang (Bley), Lonely Woman (Coleman), ‘Gary’s Waltz’ (McFarland), ‘Zingaro’ (Jobim) en het klassieke 
‘Elegy’ (Williams) en ‘Lamento’ (Fauré).  

Het trio smelt de werken tot een homogeen geheel, voorzien van een meeslepende treurige ondertoon. Verstilde 
contemplatieve muziek, detailrijk, omvangrijk, en gedragen met veel aandacht voor klank, kleur en sfeer. 
Loodzwaar zou je denken, maar omdat het allemaal zo mooi open wordt gespeeld en prachtig intiem is 
opgenomen alsof je naast de muzikanten zit, bijt de muziek zich langzaam in je vast. 

De welgevormde verhaallijnen uit Friedman’s cello vertrekken recht uit het hart en verkeren tussen melancholie 
en hoop. Kohashi’s fluisterende spel fladdert daaromheen waarbij elke toon gekoesterd wordt voordat deze 
neervalt. Thema’s sterven weg en zwellen weer aan, improvisaties druppelen door. Klassiek en jazz worden 
tijdloos aan elkaar verbonden, terwijl je er met onbestemde gedachten diep in wegzinkt. Prachtig.  

(Erno Elsinga/Jazz Enzo) 
 
Aeon Trio is een jazz-trio dat qua idioom veel verder gaat dan alleen ‘jazz’. De piano en bas zetten absoluut een 
jazz-geluid neer, maar de cello van Maya Fridman zorgt dan weer voor een klassiek-‘feel’, dan weer voor een 
avant-garde inslag. Ondanks de compleet eigen stijl van ieder van de muzikanten, is hun samenspel magisch en 
in dienst van de composities. 
Op het album worden composities gespeeld van o.a. Carla Bley (Útviklingssang), Ornette Coleman (Lonely 
Woman), Antônio Carlos Jobim (Zingaro, Luíza) en John Williams (Elegy). Ook wordt er een klassiek fragment 
van Gabriel Fauré gespeeld (Lamento) en enkele nummers van Atzko Kohashi/Aeon Trio zelf, die absoluut niet 
onderdoen voor de covers. 

Alle composities zijn op sublieme wijze ‘eigen’ gemaakt in de uitvoering en instrumentatie en nergens klinkt het 
geforceerd of opgelegd. Vooral de soms lieflijk en zacht, dan weer hard en op de kam gespeelde noten van 
Fridman geeft de muziek een grote dynamiek en expressie, met veel kippenvelmomenten, vooral in de ‘Lonely 
Woman’ en ‘Lamento’ tracks. Wat een veelzijdige en spannende celliste! 

Door gebruik te maken van de beste microfoons, high end kabels en ‘custom-built’ electronica, werd voor dit 
album een verbuffend echte klank geregistreerd die doet denken aan de beste ECM opnames. Het klink allemaal 
zeer transparant, warm en direct – gewoon een opname van absolute referentieklasse. 
 
Een absolute aanrader dit fascinerende en betoverende album! 

(Garmt van der Zel/ Beter Beeld & Geluid / Audio Ingang) 



 

 

Maya Fridman - cello 

 

Born in 1989 in Moscow, Maya Fridman is a talented young 

artist residing in the Netherlands. 

From the early years in playing cello, Maya was recognized as 

a prodigy and was taken under the hood of the Foundation of 

Yuri Bashmet, where she took part in TV and radio programs. 

While studying at the Moscow State College of Music named 

after A. G. Shnittke, she was awarded as the First Prize 

Winner in the International Festival of Slavic Music among many other reputable awards. 

 In 2010 she has been granted admission at the Conservatory of Amsterdam where she studied 

under professor Dmitry Ferschtman. Here, on the 10th of June 2016 Maya successfully finished her 

Master’s Degree with cum Laude. 

 During those six years Maya has participated in several masterclasses and has worked with artists 

such as Jakob Kullberg, Mats Lidström, Anner Bylsma, Ernst Reijseger, Alexander Buzlov, Malcolm 

Bilson, David Geringas, Efren Lopes, Frances-Marie Uitti, David Cohen, Gary Hoffman and Pieter 

Wispelway. 

 Due to her vast musical interests, Maya had always a passion for improvisation and playing diverse 

musical styles.  

For the last five years, she has been performing regularly in the Netherlands and Germany. Her 

projects include a successful collaboration with a composer Jyoti Verhoeff. In December 2013 Jyoti 

and Maya both became finalists of the Grote Prijs van Nederland, where Maya was awarded the Best 

Musician of 2013 Prize.  She accompanied a great guitar virtuoso Harry Sacksioni on his Jubileum 

tour ‘65’ and joined bands such as Faun and Cesair as a special guest. 

 Furthermore, Maya performs together with Aengus Hackett and Mauricio Ramirez under the name 

Dinosaur trio. Dinosaur plays a variety of rock, jazz and improvised music and has toured through 

Ireland in the summer of 2014.  

 In 2015 she released first album “The Invisible link” which she recorded together with Daniël Kool 

under TRPTK. 

Her latest album will feature her own arrangement of Prokofiev’s opera “The Fiery Angel” for cello 

and piano on which she worked together with Artem Belogurov. This arrangement was highly 

appreciated not only by the research department of the Conservatory of Amsterdam, but even by the 

specialists in Prokofiev’s heritage such as James Gaffigan and Christina Guillaumier. The album, as 

well as the scores of the arrangement, is going to be released before the end of 2016. 

http://mayafridman.com/ 

 

 

 

http://mayafridman.com/


 

 

Atzko Kohashi - piano 

 

Atzko Kohashi was born and raised in Japan and currently resides 

in Amsterdam, The Netherlands. She started her classical piano 

studies during childhood and has been improvising and composing 

since. As a student studying law in Keio University, Tokyo, she was 

an active member of the jazz big band, Keio Light Music Society. 

From 1994 to 2001, she lived in New York, where she studied with 

Steve Kuhn, and in 2005 moved to Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 

In April 2009, she released her second CD, ‘’Amstel Moments” 

playing with Dutch bassist Frans van der Hoeven, which has 

achieved popularity not only among jazz fans but among numerous 

other music lovers as well. In June 2013, Kohashi & van der Hoeven 

Duo toured Japan, with sold-out performances in several cities, including Tokyo, Nagasaki, Fukuoka 

and Kagoshima. It was promoted by Camerata, an agency known for classical music performances. 

Kohashi & van der Hoeven Duo organizes Sunrise Concert regularly at Beauforthuis in Austerlitz, 

The Netherlands, and it becomes popular with early bird- music lovers.  

Her noteworthy albums include Amstel Delight (PJL 2005), Amstel Moments (BJL, 2009), Turnaround 

(What’s New Records 2010), Dualtone (ToniQ records 2012), and Waltz for Debby (ToniQ 2012). She 

has been very well received by numerous critics both in the Netherlands and Japan. Some of her 

albums had been adopted for KLM onboard music.  

Recently she has been working on her trio project with bassist Frans van der Hoeven and drummer 

Sebastiaan Kaptein. The trio released the album Ȱ,ÕÊÏÎȱ by Japanese record label Cloud and had a 

concert tour in Japan in November 2016, performing at prestigious concert halls including Hakuju 

Hall in Tokyo and Kitara Hall in Sapporo. Their trio concert was selected as ‘’one of the most 

interesting concerts in 2016” selected by JazzTokyo.  

                           

www.atzkokohashi.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.atzkokohashi.com/


 

 

Frans van der Hoeven – bass 

 

Born in Netherlands 

Studied at contrabass at Conservatorium Rotterdam and Conservatorium of 

Amsterdam 

Teaching at Conservatorium of Amsterdam 

 

Member of:  

Jasper Blom Quartet, Tineke Postma Quartet, Jesse van Ruller Trio, Eef 

Albers Trio 

Fay Claasen Band, Red Yellow & Blue, Jeroen van Vliet Trio, Sikeda and 

Zeelandsuite 

 

Played with:  

Clark Terry, Woody Shaw, Barney Wilen, Jack deJohnette, Eivind Aarset, Harry Sweets Edison, Art 

Farmer, Ronnie Cuber, Tom Harrell, Lee Konitz,, Dee Dee Bridgewater, Toots Thielemans, Billy Hart, 

Teddy Edwards, Kurt Rosenwinkel and others. 

 

Recorded with:  

The Toon Roos Quartet, Rob Madna, Jesse van Ruller Trio, Han Bennink, Diederik 

Wissels/David Linx, Art Farmer, Charlie Mariano, Benjamin Herman, Fairouz, Lew Tabackin,  

the DutchJazz Orchestra and Atzko Kohashi (duo & trio) and others. 

 

Solo Album: First Flight 

Double Bass featured in a fusion of acoustic and electronic music. 

On Double Bass, Keyboards, Guitar, Computer programming, Drums, percussion and voices 

 

Jazz festivals:  

North Sea Jazz (Netherlands), Nice Jazz Festival (France), Victoria Jazz Festival (Spain), Pori Jazz 

Festival (Finland), Tokyo Jazz Festival (Japan) and many others. 

 

www.fransvanderhoeven.com 

 

http://www.fransvanderhoeven.com/

